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Editorial 
We learn from various sources that the Cambridge Conference 
arrangements are well in hand. It is many years since the Library 
Association gathered in body at either Oxford or Cambridge and the 
event should therefore be of universal interest. On one point it has a 
special interest, for the President will be Mr. Jast, the municipal 
librarian to hold our highest office for many years past; and no one 
will do otherwise than rejoice at the somewhat tardy honour thus to be 
paid him. Cambridge itself is making first-class history in that it is 
about to build a new University Library, the elevation of which—and 
it is a most imposing one—has been published in The Observer and 
robably elsewhere. Moreover, the university city with its colleges, 
Falls, libraries and quite glamorous history from the literary point of 
view, offers librarians more than most people the ideal place of meeting. 


With the po peg of Easter, summer occupations are well in 
One of these is the annual stock-taking, about which many 

eaiee would like to have some guidance, and about which our 
text-books do not seem to meet the problems of to-day. We have 
now almost universal open access, and few libraries close for a month 
or even a week annually in order to overhaul their stock. At the same 
time we find, in the very few library reports which mention the 
matter at all, that only two or three small volumes of little value are 
usually lost; and librarians who know that under open access there 
are quite substantial losses have grave suspicions of such stock- 
taking figures. At the Bodleian Library the method that was formerly 
and is still probably in vogue is to count the volumes on the shelves ~ 
and in the records and to compare the results with the numbers of 
accession. A librarian who has tried this plan found it satisfactory 
up to a point, but, of course, it does not show what actual books are 
missing. Some librarians, we are told, examine exhaustively one or 
two classes each year, thus completing the whole stock about every 
five years. There may be other modes of which we shall be glad to hear. 


* * * * 


From our American contemporary Libraries we learn that a 
discussion was held recently, or at any rate a paper was read at one 
of the many professional association meetings,on the subject of library 
ethics. Unfortunately, little or no information was given as to the 
meaning of “ ethics ” in this connection or to the conclusions, if any, 
of the opener or his listeners. Years ago Mr. George E. Roebuck 
tead a paper to the Library Assistants’ Association (as it then was) 
on Library Etiquette, but the paper wasnot printed and only members 
of the Association attended. The subjeéts may of course be different. 
The Library Association has avoided this subjeé&, perhaps wisely ; 
but every librarian feels that there are certain matters which command 
attention in this matter. An ethic is the rule of a code of condua. 
We have no special examples in mind when we say that a uniform 
recognition of and adherence to certain principles would be helpful. 
We suggest that comparisons of the works of libraries by name 
intending to prove the superiority of the library making them is the 
best known example of what “ ought not to be done.” Disparagement 
of other librarians ; criticism of chiefs under whom librarians work 
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by those librarians ; the giving of fulsome testimonials of efficiency to 
persons not deserving them; the undercutting of salaries; and the 
giving of technical training to untrained persons whom privilege 
or influence has wrongly installed in library posts, are examples of 
things which a straight professional ethical code would not sanétion. 
There may be other points that our readers would like to discuss. 
Perhaps, after all, the grounds on which a really ethical profession 
may be built is a consideration for other librarians—all good things 
may flow from that. 


* * * * 


One of the real losses to library training lately has been caused by 
the cessation of the Aberystwyth Library Summer School with which 
hundreds of students connect honourably the name of Sir John 
Ballinger. No one believes, here or elsewhere, that a summer school 
with a fortnight of lectures is a substitute for such training as is re- 
presented by the courses of the Library School or the Library Associa- 
tion ; but they offered inspiration to many aspirants to make the greater 
efforts these require by giving them a taste of the real quality of librar- 
ianship, and they were excellent refresher courses for all who under- 
took them. It is, therefore, to be hoped, indeed we confidently expeé, 
that the Library Association will find some way of providing a summer 
school in place of that at Aberystwyth. It is fred wee too late to do 
so this year, if steps have not already been taken; but next year will 
see one, we trust. 

* * * * 

We cannot libraries to achieve full success until more 
concentrated thought is given to the question of adequate staffs. 
Recently methods of book-seleétion and revision have been suggested 
which are invaluable and are alleged to be indispensable, and yet in 
many towns libraries have only enough staff to cope with the quite 
ordinary traffics of the issue and discharge of books. We all know 
libraries issuing a half-million books yearly which have a staff of about 
adozen. A few minutes’ reflection shows that such a staff is incapable, 
because of the sheer weight of the work, of doing anything like the best 
with a library. Every public library in the country is understaffed, 
and will continue to be so until some central authority is able to relate 
books, issues and other aétivities to the number of staff required to 
deal with them; in short, new Standards are required. _ Per’ this 
is a task for the A.A.L. ? 

* * * * 


Sir Frederick G. Kenyon has made a charming contribution to 
library literature of a popular type in a tiny book called Libraries and 
Museums in Benn’s sixpenny series. We feel that is worthy of os 
mention in our editorial pages as a work of scholarship and of scholar- 
ship imparted with charm, and with a style which has both beauty and 
simplicity. It naturally reflects the conclusions of the Public Libraries 
Report in the matter of public libraries, but it can be placed in the 
hands of beginners in librarianship as an introduction to library history 
and aims in-the wider sense, seeing that it reviews libraries from their 
known beginnings and in all their principal kinds; and there are 
few better books for the lay public and particularly for members of 
library committees. 
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The Italian Exhibition and The Librarian 


By Eric R. McCotvin, Librarian, The Polytechnic, W. 


Everyone has been talking of the wonderful Italian Exhibition at 
Burlington House. Brilliant and immensely popular as were the 
previous exhibitions of Belgian and Flemish and of Dutch Art, 
arranged under the auspices of the Royal Academy in 1927 and 1929 
respectively, yet this latest display is of even greater importance. 
There are two reasons for this: firstly the special standing of the 
Italian School in the history of painting—the Italians were not only 
the originators of the art of painting as we know it, but they carried 
their achievement to such perfection that if painting was known only 
by the work of the Italians it would rank, perhaps, as high as it does 
now; secondly, the lavishness with which this achievement is 
displayed. Every great Master is represented, and in nearly every 
case by work which does him justice. 

In order to aid the librarian to supply the demand created by 
interest in this exhibition I am writing this short note. The best way 
to be of use is in the supply of books, and I would suggest that the 
chief thing to be looked for when choosing art books is wealth of 
illustration. Criticisms of works of art without illustrations are only 
of value to a very few students—works bought for the public library 
should be well illustrated, and not by small or poor reproduétions but 
by illustrations at least three-quarters the size of a crown otavo page, 
and not by poor colour reproduétions but by good half-tone and 
collotype reproduétions. other important point to remember - 
is the value for the student and general reader of being able to take 
home and compare with his own reprodu@tions the books from the 
library. Do not, like so many librarians, put all your art books in 
the reference department just because they are expensive. Surely our 
aim is to get the greatest use made of our books, and every facility 
should be given to the public to borrow any book in the library. 
Perhaps the most satisfactory way of dealing with these art books 
to ensure that they are not ruthlessly knocked about in the lending 
io arene and yet are made full use of, is to shelve them in the 

erence department and loan them out when required, the books 
to be catalogued both in the lending and reference library catalogues. 

Every library has some books on Italian painting. These should 
be carefully overhauled and a seleétion of the standard and new 

blications added. Foremost among the general works is “ An 
trodu@tion to Italian Painting,” 1930, by Sir Charles Holmes, the 
late dire&tor of the National Gallery.' This is well illustrated by forty 
plates and a map. Special attention is given in explaining the geo- 
phical relations of one school to another. Another book by Sir 
tles which should be in even the smallest library is “‘ The Old 
Masters and Modern Art: The National Gallery: The Italian 
Schools,” a survey of the Italian pi€tures in the National Gallery, 
and the Italian influence upon the modern impressionist school. 

A larger and more lavishly illustrated book (with forty-eight 
_— in colour and forty in black and white) is P. G. Konody’s and 

H. Wilenski’s “ Italian Painting,” 1928.8 This book gives a detailed 
study of the Italian Schools and it is particularly valuable for its colour 
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reprodutions which are almost perfe& in tone. Another book which 
is to be produced shortly by the same publishers is Professor Tancred 
Borenius’s “Florentine Frescoes,’’* the first book to deal adequately 
with the subje&. It will be illustrated by thirty plates in colour and 
forty-three in monocrome. 

A popular book will be S. Kaines Smith’s “ The Italian Schools 
of Painting,”® which is uniform with the same author’s “Dutch 
School of Painting ” and, like it, is illustrated by the Medici Society’s 
reproduétions. In “The Italian Painters of the Renaissance,” 1929,° 
Professor Berenson has revised his earlier Guide to Renaissance 
Painters, leaving out the valuable handlist with the allocation of the 
works to the different artists, given in the pre-war edition. This 

rint has sixteen half-tone plates. A g survey of the Italian 

ool written specially for the exhibition is Horace Ship’s “ The 
Italian Masters: a Survey and Guide” ;’ this is the kind of book 
which will be popular in the lending library. Another such book is 
Emie Faure’s “The Italian Renaissance.”* A very good French 
publication is Rene Schneider’s “ La Peinture Italienne des Origines 
au XVIe Siecle” which has over sixty good plates. It is published 
by Van Oest of Paris.® Several copies of the official illustrated 
“ Souvenir” of the exhibition should be purchased for the lending 

ent. 
Among the new works on Italian Art which are definitely for the 
student I must first mention the publications of the “ Pantheon,” 
the English agents of whom are “ The Pegasus Press.” These books 
are all royal quarto in size and contain about eighty to one hundred 
and twenty collotype reproductions. They are strongly bound in 
half-morocco, and considering the beauty of their illustrations they 
are published at low prices. The following have been issued : 
P. Toesca: Florentine Painting of the Trecento, containing 
119 illustrations. 1929.'° 

Aldo de Rinaldis: Neopolitan Painting of the Seicento. 1929. 
80 illustrations." 

C. Ricci: North Italian Painting of the Cinquecento. 1929. 
84 illustrations.!* 

G. Fiocco: Venetian Painting of the Seicento and Setticento. 
1929. 88 illustrations." 

Two histories of Italian Art which are now being published 
concurrently and which yet do not cover the same ground, being 
supplementary to each other, are Venturi’s “ Storia dele’ Arte 
Italiana.” Complete sets of this work, which was started in 1909, 
are difficult to obtain now and the nine volumes published are worth 
about £130. The other history, Van Marle’s “ The Development of 
the Italian Schools of Painting,” is published in eleven volumes." Itis 
beautifully illustrated in collotype. A German series which should be 
in every library is the “ Klassiker der Kunst.” Each volume (which is 
a quarto in size) gives half-tone reprodutions of all the works of the 
Master. The volumes are moderately priced. 

The resources of the library dealing with Sculpture (“ Freeman’s 
Italian Sculpture of the Renaissance” should be in every library) 
and drawing (Benn’s have published an excellent series of drawings 
of the old Masters) should also be carefully overhauled. 


exp 
ext 
boc 
that 
goo 
sou! 
Onl 
rest 
you 
they 
you 


‘ 
1 
= 
| 


THe Lrsrary Worip 205 


In closing these few notes may I mention the value of pidure 
postcard displays in the library. This exhibition is an rtune 
occasion for commencing a colleétion of cards if this has not already 
been done. Such a colleétion can be added to by the children in the 
junior library later, and it can be made the nucleus of a valuable tool 
for the teacher and librarian—an illustration colleétion proper. 

I need not mention the subje& of le@ures on Italian art, as I 
think every librarian now realizes the value of the platform, but 

rhaps I may say how much the interest of the leGture is increased 
if it is illustrated by lantern slides. 


1Cassell, 10/6; 2Bell, 25/-; 3Nelson, 12/-; 4£7/7/-; 5 Medici, 12/68 
6 Oxford Univ. Press, 12/6; 7 Sampson Low, 7/6; 8 Studio, 10/6; 9 36 francs; 


0 £6/6/-; ML4/14/6; 2L4/14/6; 3£4/14/6; ™ Separate Vi £2/2/- 
Letters on Our Affairs 
Dear SAPHENES, 


What a world is the world of your mind! You look out on a 
landscape in which men move in the mists of ignorance, prejudice and 
self-seeking, to loud boasting and ineptitude. All the librarians you 
know appear to be fools in common with their countrymen—a truly 
Carlylean conception; they are without business instin@, have no 
love for the fine deal, and if they talk of honour they are merely 
talking. Do you really believe the stuff you inflif&ted upon me last 


month ? 
Tue Net Booxs QuEstTIon 
has lifted you to heights of eloquent acidity, and I want to reason with 
you about it, although I fear you are not a man whom mere fads 
can convince. First, leave Mr. Doubleday out of your criticism; he 
has given whole-hearted personal energy, experience far beyond yours 
and mine, and as fine a business mind as yours can possibly be, to the 
most difficult question librarians as a whole have had to face for many 
years. And he did get a bargain with Pyne hostile trade organizations 
where all previous negociators failed utterly. Your belittlement is 
both wide of the mark and futile, and is not entirely grateful. 
WHat Is THE ? 
For years we have been unable to get any reduction whatever 

net books from quite honest booksellers. Can that be denied ? It is 
true that the Net Books Agreement was aimed at public libraries, was 
always challenged by them and certainly acquiesced in only by a few 
who disliked trouble. No librarian with a sense of justice, however, 
expected to get new net books on /rade terms; he had no desire to 
extinguish his useful colleague, the bookseller. He did resent the 
bookseller fleecing the library and all other ratepayers on the ground 
that he being a ratepayer was entitled to a larger price for his particular 
goods than any other tradesman could claim for his. We wanted a 
sound differential rate of discount. This we have now got in part. 
Only in part, I agree. The bargain is not one on which librarians can. 
rest satisfied ; but really it is a good beginning. You do not agree ; 
you talk of hard-headed business men expeéting the sort of discounts 
they obtain on drain pipes and tramrails when bought in bulk; but 
you do not need much eloquence to convince them that the cases are 
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utterly different. Books are individuals and tramrails are not. But 
is there not an ethic in the matter, in spite of what you say about 
“ efficient libraries” ? If you are getting more than the L.A. discount 
are you getting it from a honest man ? yes are I have no more to say. 


A Marrer or Derrnition. 

I re an honest man as one whose word is his bond ; one who 
regards his signature on a contract as something to be honoured. 
I understand that all booksellers have signed, either dire€ly or by 
proxy, the Net Books Agreement undertaking not tosell below the net 
advertised price. It may be, however, that a bookseller retorts that 
he was forced by the tyranny of two trade organizations to sign the 
agreement at the threat of the loss of his livelihood. He is therefore 
entitled to evade the responsibilities into which he was forced. Is 
that your view ? For whatever reason the bond is broken, Mr. Esdaile 
called such breakers “ scoundrels.” Are they; is it not a simple 


You ARE AMUSING 

on various matters, especially on music and literature, but our views 
are so really harmonious that discussion is superfluous—except in this. 
You appear to have so penetrating a gaze that you see the littleness 
of all your contemporaries in British music. I confess to a humbler 
role, but I say again that the greatest work ever written for organ in 
England is Ernest Austin’s tone poem on The Pilgrim’s Progress. 
As you are sure that there is nothing great at all in contemporary 
British music, my assertion will leave you cold. Here again it is merely 
a matter of relative perception. 

What a tittle-tattle, too, you make in other parts of your letter. 
For example, “ usually the best advertised libraries are the worst,” 
you declare. That is the merest nonsense ; and you don’t believe it 
either, for a sentence or two before you require candidates for library 
routine to visit the largest stores! These do not advertise, of course ; 
and, of course, the most advertised stores are the worst. Where did 
you reach such philosophy ? 

A Criric or Crrrics. 

I have been very interested in the slashing and quite deft critical 
article by Stanley Snaith in The Library World on modern reviewers 
and their autocratic fatuities. Of course, my dear young poet, the 
dull and determined and omniscient are always with us, and you must 
cut down ancient trees in order to give our modern shrubs room to 
breathe. Away with the ViGtorian era—it’s too great for us to bear 
it; down with the pre-war—it’s intolerably mouldy! The fa& is 
that there has been only a critic here and there since Matthew Arnold, 
and there is no critic living of any calibre at all. I quote a would-be 
one from the T.L.S., who writing of Lafcadio Hearn as a critic delivers 
this immortal junk : 

“In his praétice as a critic he was far less sure and emanci- 
than his theory. He could write, for example, that ‘ as 
the author of the Idy//s of the King Tennyson ranks with any 

— who ever lived, not excepting Homer,’ and that ‘ Long- 

ellow’s religious feeling created an invisible world such as no 
other mortal ever conceived—not even Dante, whom he so 
exquisitely Anglicized.’ ” 
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I read somewhere else that one of our modern exquisites referred to 
Tennyson as “‘ a good, not great, poet,” and was not surprised to note 
English poet dhe tot dial ‘The tauth 
Viétorians and the Edwardians wrote of a world which was so radically 
different from the world known now to those who were in their cradles 
or pinafores when the war began that these new-comers cannot even 

p an idea of it. So, out with it! But it will last. Longfellow’s 
Fiymn to the Night, Tennyson’s Lotus Eaters and Ulysses, and (pace, 
Mr. Snaith) Noyes’s Kew in Lilac Time, will outlive anything written 
by any living writer that I have read except Walter de la Mare’s The 
Liffeners and his Here Lies a Most Beautiful . But—I grow as futile 
as most critics. I prophecy. These things, however, are song, and the 
stuff we get from people who want to revolutionize literature by 
condemnation is not that. Yet we as librarians must be specially open 
to new influences in literature and listen for new voices. Mr. Snaith 
himself is a new and quite remarkable voice. I read his poems with 
the involuntary prejudice one always feel about new poets; but I 
found him really attractive, especially when I was able to understand 


him. 
“ O chief of Garvin’s goosequill choir, 
Omniscient and fertile Squire ; 
My wrath shall do you deadly scathe |— 
Gadzooks ! i’ faith,” declares the Snaith. 
Vale, ERATOSTHENES. 


[We do not hold ourselves reSponsible for the opinions of the writers of 
“Lerrers ON Our Arrairs.”—Editor, THE Lisrary Wor.p.] 


Personal News 


Srantey W. Martin, Senior Assistant, Reference Library, Borough 
of Lambeth, to be Branch Librarian, Carnegie Library, Herne Hill, 
S.E.24. Four certificates of Library Association. 

John G. Hall, F.L.A., Senior Assistant, Branch Library, Hull, 
to be Senior Assistant, Coventry Public Libraries. 


Library Topics 

[The Editor of THe Lrsrary Worup would be glad if Librarians would 
furnish Topics of Professional Interest relating to their Libraries for 
inclusion in these columns. Matter should reach the Editorial Offices 
not later than the firft day of each month.) 


Bermondsey 

The new extension to the Central Library was opened on Fridays 

28th, by Dr. Alfred Salter, M.D., J.P., M.P. The Chair 

was taken by the Mayor, supported by the Chairman of the Libraries 
Committee and a large gathering of visitors. 

The extension consists of Lecture Hall, with seating accommodation 
for 420 persons; Small Hall, providing seating accomodation for 160 
persons ; and various administrative rooms such as Piture Depart- 
ment, Work Room, Free Room, etc. 


| 
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With the completion of this extension Central 
Library must be one of the best equipped Libraries in London. The 
Halls are fully appointed for Educational purposes and meetings, 
being provided with be. pee Lanterns, including an Epidiascope. 
We believe that they are the only Library authority in the Metropolis 
that possesses this useful lantern. 

The whole of the work was carried out by Dire& Labour and the 
Council’s Architect (Mr. L. H. Tansley, L.R.I.B.A.) is responsible 
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for the design. On inspecting the interior and lay-out, however, 
popular Chief 


one can readily dete& the deft touches of Bermondsey’s 
Librarian, Mr. J. D. Stewart. 


Cardiff 

A Welsh Book Festival was held at the City Hall, Cardiff, from 
February 22nd to 28th, an exhibit of Welsh manuscripts and books, 
together with English books pertaining to Wales, being brought 
together such as has never before been seen in Wales. 

The Festival had three main objeés in view :— 

(1) To sele& such Welsh manuscripts and books from the earliest 
times down to the present day as will give a fairly clear conception 
to all visitors—and especially the younger ones—of the origins and 
slow growth of Welsh literature, and create in them a feeling of 
legitimate pride in the wonderful literary heritage that has come to us 
from the past, and a true appreciation of the present state of Welsh 
culture. 

(z) To bring under the visitor’s notice the splendid enterprise of 
Welsh authors and publishers in writing and publishing modern Welsh 
books to meet the needs and demands of Welsh readers of all years and 
grades of culture—especially those of children and young people. The 
publishers’ exhibits will show the great advance made in this direétion 
during recent years, and the Festival ought to help increase the sale 
of these fine productions. 

(3) To help the Welsh people to celebrate and revere the memory 
of our national saint, Saint David, in a praétical and effective way, 
for he still stands for Welsh culture and education in their highest 
and best sense. 

When the projeé& was first mooted the promoters approached the 
Cardiff Libraries Committee in order to obtain their support, which was 
immediately given. The Committee authorised the Librarian to make 
all the necessary arrangements and to place on exhibition all the books 
and manuscripts from the Welsh collections in the Library that might 
be required. 

London: The Polytechnic, Regent Street, W. 

On Friday, February 7th, Mr. G. H. Gater, Education Officer 
of the London County Council, officially opened the new library of the 
Polytechnic, Regent Street. This, the latest of London’s libraries, 
was fully described in our November number by Mr. Eric R. McColvin, 
the Librarian ; suffice it to say here that no expense or trouble has been 
saved to make it as beautifully planned and furnished as possible. 
The speeches which were given before the opening were delivered in 
the Fyvie Hall of the Polytechnic. Sir Kynaston Studd, the President, 
who was in the Chair, said the new library was the completion of the 
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extension scheme of the Polytechnic, which had been in 

during the last five years. Mr. Gater, in his speech, said how wonderful 
the Story of the growth of the Polytechnic was, and what a 
effort the work represented both on the of the Governors the 
administrative staff of the institution. Continuing, he said that it was 
in pursuance of the full aims of the founder and in realization of the 
immense value of the liberal studies of the humanities that the Poly- 
technic had founded their new library, and he was sure that this 
liberal view of technical education taken by the Governors was the 
corre& and right one. A vote of thanks to Mr. Gater for kindly 


coming and ing the library was proposed by Major Isidore Salmon, 
M.P., and a: by Sir George force. 4 Gater then proceeded 
to the library, which he formally opened by pulling a silken cord. Mr. 
Gater was presented with a volume in remembrance of the occasion 
and Mrs. Gater was the recipient of a bouquet, the gift of the library 
staff, which was handed to her by Miss M. M. E. Hammond, Assistant 
Librarian. A large gathering of librarians and educationalists attended 
the funétion. 
Manchester 

The first of a new series of occasional ing lists deals with 
“ Books on Housing, Town Planning, and Regional Survey” in the 
Reference Library. The list, which is arranged according to date 
headings, covers wide ground, and is a good 
guide to literature on the subject. 


S ial Discount 
WHITAKER’S | | 
CUMULATIVE of 20°/, during 
BOOK LIST April 
1929 CLEARANCE SALE OF 
CONTENTS: SURPLUS LIBRARY BOOKS. 
and date of publication.) 
under anther’ end Shelves; or Special Sale 
Title. List sent post free when 
(Details given: Author, Title, Publisher, ready. 
Price and Classification.) 

OF PUBLISHERS, with sddresees, Grosvenor 2119, 
| | DAY’S CIRCULATING 
LIBRARY LTD. 

Publisher and Bookseller 96 Mount Street, Park Lane 
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Sheffield 

“ An Invitation from the Sheffield Public Libraries” is a form 
of publicity adopted some time ago in the Sheffield Libraries. An 
envelope containing an illustrated printed letter to borrowers and an 
application form is delivered at every house within the service area 
of the Library concerned. Some 14,000 copies have been issued in 
regard to the Upperthorpe and Park Branches. 


Society of Public Librarians 


Tue February of the Society of Public Libearians was held 
at Willesden, by oy king invitation of Mr. Frank E. Chennell (Chief 
Librarian). The members met at the Kilburn Library and after a 
welcome from Councillor Bond, Chairman of the Libraries Committee, 
proceeded in a Council motor ’bus to the other distri& libraries, viz. : 
Cricklewood, Kensal Rise, Willesden Green and Harlesden. An 
opportunity was also afforded of visiting the Evenin pop By at 
Braincroft, one of four similar libraries established by Willesden 
authorities to meet the needs of outlying parts of the district. Par- 
ticular interest was shewn in the work at Braincroft, where a colle&ion 
of books is housed in a Council School and made available to the public 
for two hours on one evening per week. The library was open on the 
occasion of the visit and the work seen in operation. The issue of 
books at these evening branches in phenomenal and at Braincroft 
reaches an average of 1,000 volumes at each weekly opening. On 
the night of the visit the actual issue was 1,050. At Harlesden a 
og social hour was spent and light refreshments, provided by 
Chennell, were much appreciated. 


The Library Association Examinations, 
May, 1930 


Tue dates fixed for the next Examinations are as follows :— 
Monday, May 12th, 1930—Section 3, Classification; Tuesday, May 13th, 1930—Section 4, 
Cataloguing ; by May 14th, 1930—Section 5, Library Organisa ee: Thursday, May 


15th, 1930—Section 6, Library Routine; Friday, May 16th, 1930—Section English Literary 
Hist Saturda 17th, 1930—Section Bibliography and olther Selection 
or (8) Palacography May the Archive (a) 


All Entries for the Examinations must be made upon the official 
form, and sent to the office of the Library Association, 26-27, Bedford 
Square, London, W.C.1., not later than March 31st, 1930, after which 
date no applications will be entertained. 
NOTES.—Regarding Section 1, English Literary History: Com- 
mencing with May, 1930, the Special Period will be— 
Dr. Jobnson and his Circle. 
Regarding SeGtion 2, Bibliography: This Seion will, in 
future, consist of two parts—General Biblio hy, 
and either Book Selection or and the 


Students must satisfy the examiners in each part of the Sedtion. 
held on Wednes- 
yo pe Naam All applications should reach the Secretary before 
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The Library Association December 
Examinations, 1929 


SECTION HISTORY. 
HONOURS.—Coenish, Mise Street, Parfitt, L. W. 
i i . treet tt, 


jerits.— Lincoln McInnes, Mise C Damborton County ; 
Pariah C, Mina W. Sumnmerhayes, Mise White, Miss D. 


bam. 
PASS. .—Adams, Miss E. H. ay ah Anderson, S. W., Croydon ; Au Miss B., Hove ; 
G. W., Durtiam ; Bell, Miss M. E., Sunderland; Birch, Miss K. R., Worcester; Bur- 


iff; Dance, Mi . G. thee L. B., Hereford ; Miss L. B., 
Glasgow ; Dolman, G. J., Birmingham Doaghty, Miss c.C. M., "Hove; Dovey, Miss B. M., Birming- 
bam ; Edminson, R., London, NW.8; Helens ; *Farmaner, Miss G. ’E., Birm- 
ingham ; Finlay, Miss G.» _Foskett, G., Halliday, H. Newcastle-on-Tyne ; 


iss E., E. G., Ni ; 
Cardiff; Roberton, Miss M., Glasgow; Robertson, H. J., Smethwick ; Roche, Miss M. E.. Birm- 
Miss M: A., Portsmouth ; Sayweli, R. W. ; 
Shepherd, Miss L. I., Bir ham ; Skinner, Miss E E., Kilburn; Talboys, Miss 
w. H., Southend-on-Sea ; Woodhouse, D. ¥ Worsley, Miss G., Manchester 
SECTION 11.—GENERAL BIBLIOGRAPHY AND ‘800K SELECTION. 


Passes 2 

MERIT.—Bishop, W. 

PASSES.—Bearman, H wk: East Ham ; “Bebbington, J., , Miss M. I., Bolton ; Caistor, 
H. C., Gains b ; Cooper, Miss E. K., Norwich ; Cooper, , ton ; Gilchrist, Miss N. H., 
Edinburgh ; Hill, iss G. A., Bath ; Hobday, Miss E. M., Coventry ; Hunter, Miss M., Glasgow ; 
King, Miss A. M. Lingard, Miss McGill, Miss H. M., Manchester ; ° 
Bolton ; Norris, Mi Birmingham Parry, Miss E. , Cheltenham ; B. 

M., Mine B. M, Birmingham ; ite, M., Bradford 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
GENERAL PALAEOGRAPHY AND ARCHIVE SCIENCES. 
2 Candidates - Honours none, Merits 2. 
PASSES.—Penman, Mise Sainsbury, N.C., Cambridge. 
SECTION itl. —GLASSIFIGATION. 
0 Candidates sat - Honours none, Merits 
.—Atkin, Miss D. F., ing ; : ; . 
jweny b Bletcher, E., Sheffield ; Callender, T. E., Wood Green ; Campbell, Miss M. C., Oxford ; 
Clark, ery Fare, W Bi ham ; Danne, Miss D. M., Malvern ; 


q2 a ~~, Rice, Miss C. E., Hove; Roxburgh, Miss K. J. 
Tyne; S C. Cardiff; Sherwood, Miss E. » way 3. 
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Beac 
ids 
it Canning Town ; Hurst A. A., Bolton ; Huxley, Miss V. M., Winchester ; Jefferies, Miss C., 
alvern; Johnson, Miss gay Johnston, R., St. Andrews ; Kauert, Miss A. M., 
Birmingham; Kirton, Miss W. J., ; Lawler, Miss B. P., 1 a a M., { 
Kingston-on-Thames; McCracken, Miss S. V., Glasgow; McEvoy, N.E., Mattey, Miss E. M., 
Birmingham ; Milne, J. A., Glasgow ; Milnes, Miss A. A., Bradford : Murphy, Miss M., Liverpool ; 
Osborn, G. F., Birmingham ; Owen, Miss G. E., Aberystwyth; Parker, G. C. J., Hammersmith ; 1 
t 
| 
| 
kmmorgan ; 
7 Library ; 
enham ; 
rough 
d 
h Thompson, C. H., Thompson, Miss S. M., Birmingham ; W Sheffield ; 
Wilkins. G. H.. Bethnal Green ; Wilson. Miss M.., Islington : 
= 
fe 
a. 
- ; Robins, Miss L., Bradford; Rogers, Miss M. J., B ham; Rorke, B., Brixton; Rowsell, 
R. T. G., Devon Count ; Miss A., Kirkintilloch ; Sainsbury, C., Cambridge 
Shorihowse, Miss ham ; aylor, Miss D. 
Cambridge; Thomas, N., Poplar; Thompson, C. H., 3; Thompson, Miss D., 


Tyne ; Thats, Miss O. 
Croydon ; 7 . F. 
Smethwick Willis, Miss M. J., 
V.—LIBRARY ORGANISATION. 
64 Candidates sat - -~—-t, ty Passes 
PASSES. Miss O. M., 
Newington ; Broomhead, F., Mi Bryant, E. S. 
Belfast ; Cox S., Crompton, ! 
Fry, J Ba :’ Goodwi 
, Tunbridge Wells ; ‘He 


SECTION Vi.—LIBRARY ROUTINE. 
2 Candidates sat - Honours none, Merits none, Passes 57 

PASSES.—Ag Miss M. Alston, L., Bolton ; n ; Bailey, Miss F., Ports- 
mouth; Barnes, Beardsmore, Miss 3 
Beavis, Miss E., Ilford ; “Bicket a iverpoal Bones, Miss G. K., Leeds ; 

nesburg, S Boulter, T Beth Miss E., Chiswick ; Brows, Miss K B., 

G., Liverpool ; Miss B. 


Eastoe, Miss O. irda Aberyetwryth 
Fairchild, W. G., Barking ; Firth, Miss C, He Foale, 
A., Preston ; Gibson, Miss 'H. H., s 
Cardiff ; E., 
Miss W., i 


illips W. Cardift; Randall, 
Sutton, Miss 


Bury Public Library, Art Gallery and Museum.—2z8th Annual Report, 
1928-9. Population, 56,403. Librarian and Curator, John H. Shaw. 
Rate, 3.05d. Income from Rate, £4,855. Stock : Lending, 25,417; 
Reference, 8,404. Additions, 2,237. Withdrawals, 2,187. Issues: 
Lending, 161,874; Reference, 9,757; School Libraries, 48,303 ; 
Blind Readers, 558. Borrowers, 8,178. 

There has been considerable increase in the work of the Institution during 
the year; the circulation of books is nearly 19,000 more than last year, whilst the 
attendance in the Art Gallery, which reached 59,520, was increased by 8,135. 
Additions to the Reference department purchased rom the “ Grundy Bequest [a 
mumbered 74 vols. An extension of the Library’s aétivities was the forming of a 
“ Choir Music Library ’’ for the loan of sets of copies. Several local choirs have 
pooled their music and the colleétion numbers some 1,500 items. 

Cuortey Public Library.—3oth Annual Report, 1928-9. Population, 
30,581. Borough Librarian, Robert H. Blackburn, A.L.A. Stock : 
Lending, 13,056; Reference, 3,708. Additions, 2,495. With- 
drawals, 1,122. Issues: Lending, 88,850; Juvenile, 5,172; 
Reference, 2,979; School Libraries, 25,266; Delivery Stations, 
7,048. Borrowers: Adult, 2,975 ; Juvenile, 732. 

An was made to the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust which resulted in a 
book grant of {600 being offered. This was gra y accepted and a portion of 
the amount has been received. Many important Standard reference works were 
added to the Reference Library. Lack of room — further development of 
the work of the Junior department, which is Sor’ As an 
acknowledgement of the valuable help derived from A Central 
the Committee last year decided to double their subscription. 

Coicuester Public Library.—35th Annual Report, 
tion, 44,000. Librarian, P. W. Bennett, A.L.A. Stoc Leaking, 
16,674; Reference, 7,993; School Libraries, 1,417. ‘additions, 
1,559. Withdrawals, 472. Issues: Lending, 110,256; Reference, 
14,684; School Libraries, 14,504. Borrowers, 3,572. 

Extension of the library building is essential if the record given in the 

above Report are to be improved upon in the future. A Music seétion has been 
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that further selections are to be oy im- 
the Li 
NortrHamPTon Public Libraries, Museums and Art Gallery.—Annual 
Report for 1928-1929. Population, — Chief Librarian and 
Curator, Reginald W. Brown, F.L.A. Lending, 36,460 ; 
unior, 3,992; Reference, 13,445 ; Colleaion. 15,5043 
ranches, 10,833. Additions, 4,858. Withdrawals, 1,980. Bor- 
rowers, 16,5 17. al 
detail it 
Branch Library was opened at « Kingsthorpe » from which 
results are already obtained. The tat maintains a — 
work, although i "The sedion maintains 
scheme of co-operation with the County Library Authorities has been undertaken. 
Visitors to the Central Museum numbered 29,734, and to the Abi Museum 
27,852 peop 


Book-Sele@tion Guide 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 


Tue Municrpat Year Book, 1930. Edited by Edwin C. Fairchild. 
With a Preface by the Rt. Hon. Arthur Greenwood, M.P. Cloth, 
leather a pp. 1,135, liii, London, Municipal Journal, 1930. 
20s. post free. 

A most valuable work that contains all the necessary information required 
concerning any Municipality in Great Britain. This year’s edition is of special 
as the very considerable changes brought about by the Local Govern- 

ment A& commence to operate. A special seCtion is devoted to this Legislation. 

It contains very full information concerning the Ministry of Health, Treasury and 

Home Office, to; © with the various > bet of local governing bodies in 

and W: This year’s volume is simply Sep. with information and 
the compilers are to be congratulated on a wonderful piece of work. 

Mackinnon (Albert G.) The Rome of Saint Paul. Illustrated. 8vo, 


— pp. 232. London, Religious Traé& Society, 1930. 7s. 6d. 


i ton Wigtien theological work dealing with the religious and social life 
in Rome during the time of St. Paul. 

Eamer (A. Stanley) How to Appeal Against Your Rates. With 
Appendices of Forms and Notices fe ~p to be served. Volume 
I. (Without the Metropolis), pp. x., 178. Volume IT. (Within the 
Metropolis), pp. x., 84. . 8vo, cloth. London, Pitman, 
1930. 38. 6d. net per vol. 

dure for the Assessment Appeals. 

Buss (Henry Ev eye) The Organization of Knowledge and the 
System of the Sciences. With an Introduction by John Dewey. 
8vo, cloth, pp. xx., 433. New York, ear 1929. $5.00 
This book, written by the Associate Librarian of the oF the City of 

New York, should appeal to Educationalists and Librarians. What is meant by the 

Organization of Keowee is fully dealt with and there are also very important 


with the that occur in knowl 
as well as its sciences. Scientific Readers and Philosophical Studen: 
welcome this work. 


Ome Blue Prints for a World 
Revolution. A Second Version of this faith of a modern man 
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made more explicit and plain. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 244. London, 

Hogarth Press, 1930. $s. net. 

Originally published in 1928, the author was so dissatisfied with the 
finished article that he arranged to renew the book in two years. tbe Soa 
to a very extensive syStem of writings and collaborations in which Mr. Wells is 


Smamat (R.) Personal Salesmanship. An Outline of the Fundamental 
Principles of Successful Selling. With a Foreword by Vidor 
Moorrees. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. xi., 96. London, Pitman, 
1930. §S. net. 

on this very important subjeé, it has been left 
to this publisher to supply a most essential book in which all the faés are placed 
before us in clear and loeid language devoid of frills. The budding “ Ambassador 
of Commerce ”’ will find much useful information and help in this excellent work 
which will undoubtedly be of great assistance. 

ParntING AND Decoratinc. A Complete Work by praétical special- 
ists, describing modern praétice in the training and work of the 
Painter and Decorator. Edited by Charles H. Eaton. Volume 
III. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. viii., 515-792. London, 
Pitman, 1930. 7s. 6d. net. 

Volume three of this excellent work deals with the — and development of 
Wall-paper; Graining, Spray Painting, Distemper and r hangings. 

Cressy (Edward) Discoveries and Inventions of the Twentieth 
Century. Illustrated. Third Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 
8vo, cloth, pp. xxii., 476. London, Routledge, 1930. 12s. 6d. 
net. 

In this third edition of his work the author has spared no effort to be up to date. 
Here we find much useful information on the development of the massive oil 
engine, the growth of the artificial silk industry, aeroplane development, beam 
wireless, television and phototelegraphy. This revised edition is thoroughly 
recommended as a suitable work for the library. 

Davis (Joe) My Snooker Book. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 160. 
London, Long, 5S. om. 

An and illustra iti i 
same champion player author. 

Vines (Sherard) The Course of English Classicism. From the Tudor 
to the Victorian Age. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 160. London, Hogarth 

1930. 35. 6d. net. 

her of the useful H Leéture Seri ing the classical 
princi iples, with special the Teor 

Tue Best Comepies. With Comments on 
the Drama and the Dramatists of the Period. Edited by Joha 
Earle Uhler. 8vo, cloth, pp. viii., 480. London, Knoph, 1929. 


8s. 6d. net. 
i i George Farquhar, John Gay, Oliver Goldsmith 
A useful Reading List of 18th century plays and a Bibliography. 
Giacomo Casanova: His Life and Memoirs. Translated from the 
French by Arthur Machen. Selected and Edited with Connecting 
i ing Gribble. 8vo, cloth. Volume L, 
London, Routledge, 1930. 
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PBS & FA 


FEES 


Nature Books 


for Libraries 


WILD FLOWERS OF THE YEAR 
ANNE Pratt. Contai 
Coloured Plates of 
Flowers selected, described in 
an Appendix, and Indexed. 
7/6 net 


BIRDLAND 
By Outver G. Pike, F.ZS., 
F.R.P.S. With 48 full-page 
Illustrations by the Author 6/- net 


CREATURES OF THE SEA 
By Frank T. Butten, F.R.G.S 
With 40 Plates. 6/- net 


EVERY ONE’S BOOK OF BRITISH 
NATURAL HISTORY 
By W. Percivat WESTELL, 
F.L.S., F.S.A.(Scot.). With 
over 100 Coloured and Black- 
and-White Illustrations 6/- net 


HOW TO STUDY WILD FLOWERS 
By Greorce HeEnstow, F.L.S., 
F.G.S. With Appendix. 12 
double-page Coloured Plates 
and 57 other Illustrations. 6/- net 


FIFTY-TWO NATURE RAMBLES 
W. PeErcivaL WESTELL, 
F.L.S., F.S.A.(Scot.). With 5 
Coloured Plates from drawings, 
and 100 other Illustrations. 
6/- net 


THE BOY’S OWN NATURE BOOK 
W. Percivat WESTELL, 
F.L.S., F.S.A.(Scot.). With 
Coloured Frontispiece and 162 
Plates from photographs taken 
direct from Nature. 6/- net 


DOWN THE STREAM 
E. Heme, F.Z.S. 
With 8 Coloured Plates and 
numerous sketches by Bar- 
BaRA Briccs, F.Z.S. An 
entrancing book for the child 
nature lover. 5/- net 


Complete List of Nature Books on 
Tae Religious Tract Society 
STREET 


4 BOUVERIE 
LONDON, E.C.4 


SMITH SON 


SECOND-HAND 
~BOOKSELLERS 


Librarians are invited 

to visit our Showroom 

at Strand House, and 

inspect our wide selec- 

tion of recent Travel, 
Biography, 

Miscellaneous Literature, 
and Fiction. 


REPLACEMENTS 
AND JUVENILE 
FICTION 
A SPECIALITY 


SMITH SON 


Second-Hand Department 
Entrance “B" 


STRAND HOUSE 
PORTUGAL ST., W.C.2 


Tel. No. Holborn 4343 
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Marter (Jean) Clemenceau. The Events of his Life as told 
himself to his former secretary. Translated by Milton Waldman. 
Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. xxvi., 364. London, Longmans, 
1930. 25S. net. 

We have here an unusual and i t biography of a famous figure in French 
politics, unusual because it is in the form of a —_ between its subje& and his 
secretary, important because it dred oe ly and uncoloured by another’s 
point-of-view, the record of a great man Soca ond opinions. In the conversa- 


tions here printed “The Tiger” reviews his childhood, adolescence, travels, 
_ les for the Republic, aan insistent of all is the pervading note of patriot. 
desire to provide an answer to criticism and attack, to justify his ations 


A biography that must not be overlooked, well illustrated and well prod 

Carrer (M. E.) and Prasxrrr (H.) The Groundwork of 
History. Third Edition. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xxiv., 266. 
University Tutorial Press, 1930. 3s. 6d. net. 
This book is written specifically for the young student who is studyi 

Oxford or Cambridge Junior Local inations. It also serves asa 

duétion to the student who desires to Matriculate ; how far this useful book fills 

the bill may be judged by the fa@ that it has now reached its third edition. 


FICTION. 

Bartiett (Vernon) No Man’s Land. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 330. London, 
Allen and Unwin, 1930. 7s. 6d. net. 

A nameless soldier, wounded and suffering, goes over his youthful ambitions 
in retrospeét and wins, through self-sacrifice, a hero’s death. 

Benson (Wilfrid) Dawn on Mont Blanc. Being incidentally the’ 
tragedy of an aggravating young man. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 368. 
London, Hogarth Press, 1930. 7s. 6d. net. 

Youth, indiscretion and a quixotic adventure which fringe on internationa 


Casey (Robert J.) The Secret of 37 Hardy Street. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 304. London, Mathews and Marrot, 1930. 7s. 6d. net. 
believe or not to believe that the victim of this story died at his breakfast- 
table of nicotine poisoning ? That is the question—and the answer is thrilling ! 


CuIcHEsTER (John Jay) Rogues of Fortune. A Deteétive Story. Cr. 
8vo, cloth, pp. 288. London, Hutchinson, (1930). 7s. 6d. net. 


Amazing adventures of an escaped criminal who is handicapped being 
unable to loose himself from his manacles—our old 


in a new exploit. 
Drews (Marcus) The Barber of Littlewick. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 312. 
London, Jenkins, 1930. 7s. 6d. net. 

A pseudo-smuggling story, with many thrills. Who was the Barber of Little- 
wick ? The answer solves the puzzle. 

Exus (A. William) Beloved River. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 288. London, 
Hutchinson (1930). 7s. 6d. net. - 

A novel of the English countryside, in which the lovers take different sides in 
a dispute which concerns the prosperity of a farming distri. 

Hamittron (Cosmo) The Pleasure House. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 288. 
London, Hutchinson, (1930). 7s. 6d. net. 

A fascinating heroine, Jill, amidst her relatives, a family called Redvers, lives 
in a happy-go-lucky house that might be described as the In and Out Club. An 
altogether entertaining story in this well-known author’s pleasant vein. 

HamitTon (J. er The Gorgon. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 312. London, 


7s. 6d. net. 
gre, bea of 8 gan, wielding a rod of terror, who makes 
and spirits —_— their money. But love overcomes 


Shagest, snd two young men vanquish the Gorgon to save their ladies fair. 
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London and Home Counties Branch 
Meeting 

THE PLACE OF BOOKS AND LIBRARIES IN SOCIAL WORK. 
Tus was the subjeé& for discussion at the joint meeting of the London 
and Home Counties and the Association of Assistant Librarians 
Branches of the Library Association on January 22nd. The venue 
was the Dockland Settlement, Canning Town, and approximately 
1oo members penetrated the fastness. The speakers were Sir 
Reginald Kennedy Cox, ].P., Warden of the Settlements ; Mr. Donald 
McDougall, of Plaistow; and Mr. F. E. Sandry, Hon. Treasurer 
of the A.A.L. Each dealt with the subje& from a different angle, 
and we had a sound survey and some good suggestions. 

Sir R. Kennedy Cox, who received the congratulations of the 
meeting on his well-earned knighthood, treated the matter as from the 
view of the “ man in the street” and submitted some generalised 
criticism of public libraries, both English and American. Personally, 
I would have preferred to have heard criticism not from the “ man 
in the street ” but from the man who uses the library. Public librarians 
welcome informed criticism, but how often do we get it from outside 

ers ? Why, even the “ Observer ” had to receive correction from 

. Jast a week or two ago as to the amount spent per annum on public 
libraries in Great Britain. The error was but £2,000,000 short. 

On this question of mis-information and ignorance I should . 
like to put forward a suggestion for the new programme of the Library 
Association. It is “ That the Publicity Coamaiaene consider ways 
and means of better informing social agencies and workers, both 
voluntary and official, as to the ideals and policy of the public libraries 
service and particularly the work fee! sy done and in progress.” 
One gets so tired of hearing invited speakers addressing us on owr 
work, and displaying the most abysmal ignorance of what public 
libraries are doing and have done. Some of the pa by outsiders 
at the Brighton Conference on the various as of children’s 
reading were pathetic. 

Whilst writing this report the “ Assistant” has come to hand, 
and I see my fellow reporter chronicles a statement of Sir Reginald’s 
“ that on the whole libraries were the most dead of public institutions.” 
A somewhat sweeping statement which if made—I didn’t hear it 
—discounts any further criticism. 

The magnificent buildings of American public libraries gave Sir 
Reginald the impression that their very magnificence acted as a deterrent 
to potential users amongst the masses. This is a criticism which cannot 
be levelled at us. It is our very poverty-stricken look which keeps 
our people away. He was of the opinion that the large colleétions of 
books in libraries repelled readers by their number and serried ranks. 
“ Paralysed ” was his word. He instanced his own experience at the 
Bodleian and the Vatican. Again he is right and wrong. If he was 
attacking quantity as against quality one must agree. If he was 
exaggerating the feeling of a man who enters a library and wants a 

book but does not know what book, subjeé&, or author, then 
was right in the bewildering effe& of almost unlimited choice. 
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But is that the fault of the library ? One has little sympathy for a man 
who enters a well-stocked grocery store not knowing what he wants, 
except something good, and is paralysed because there is much to 
choose from. The fault lies not with the library but with the individual. 
Most libraries provide some sort of guidance, printed or personal. 
They even go out of their way to sometimes over-press their willing- 
ness to guide. 

Sir Reginald pleaded for new libraries to be small so as to suit 
the capacity of the reader. He trusted we advised our readers ; ex- 
— a curiosity as to how many people listened to the B.B.C. 

k Reviews and what proportion of this interest was due to public 
libraries. He was correé in his belief that the personal faCtor in public 
library guidance was superior to that of the impersonal loudspeaker. 
He suggested buffets in public libraries, to bring them into line with 
West End Club libraries. But we don’t sele&t our members. 
He appealed for Sunday opening, but from a mistaken point of view. 
His exaggerations were mainly to stress the necessity for a more 
comfortable human and friendly atmosphere and appearance in public 
libraries. We agree there whole-heartedly. Like us he wanted to 
know how to stop book thefts. He deplored the almost complete 
lack of interest in modern poetry and drama displayed by the average 
man. On public library figures and personal experience one must 
dispute his conclusion. He wanted libraries to be so popular that the 
users had to be chucked out at closing time. We have readers now who 
simply won’t go home at 9.30 p.m. He paid a tribute to the local 
public libraries, and to Carnegie Libraries, but he did not give us, 
as I wanted, his considered opinion as a social worker of the place 
and funétion of the public library in social work. 

One can only infer from his criticism and opinions that the public 
libraries have a very small place in social work, or that he has never 
considered them seriously from the point of view of social work, 
and take heart that in the main he knew us and of us but very super- 
ficially. 
Mr. Donald McDougall’s paper was definitive, descriptive, and 
suggestive. ‘‘ The whole work of the public libraries,” he said, “ is 
social work in the sense that it deals with the general advancement 
and improvement, mental, physical, material and spiritual, of society. 
Service on behalf of society without consideration of class or creed. 
Public library work is divided into two broad fields: that of fa& 
and that of imagination, and it is our business to point the way and 
supply the information required in each.” 

He was of the opinion that our aim had been concentrated on 
the factual side to the detriment of the imaginative, and “ after a good 
many years’ careful observation I am deliberately of opinion that it is 
in this field of imagination, religion and political philosophy, ethics 
and all that goes to the making of human charaéter, that the public 
library will have its greatest and farthest reaching influence.” Mr. 
McDougall made a courageous and reasoned protest against the cir- 
culating of those “ war books” which stressed beyond reasonable 
and proportionate limits the filthy and obscene side of warfare. It 
was, he said, “ not social service but disservice.” One must agree. 
War strips men of much of the veneer of civilization, it certainly leaves 
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the fighting soldier without up-to-date sanitary appliances, but that 
it transforms him into a filthy speaking, filthy thinking, morally 
bankrupt neurotic, is a libel which is unfair to thousands of living 
ex-soldiers. Like a good soldier, Mr. McDougall sees the humorous 
side, for, as he said, a child’s “‘ What did you do in the Great War, 
Daddy ?”” has now an implication which is somewhat staggering. 
Mr. McDougall is to be congratulated on the excellence of his maiden 
paper, after 30 years’ membership of the Association. Far to olong 
a silence, Mac, far too long! 

Mr. Sandry made what was really the only attempt to correlate 
public libraries in the scheme of social work and with the other 
social agencies. He defined social work “ as the sustained efforts by 

nal service towards theamelioration of the condition of the poor 
and of the classes just above and below them, and the assistance of 
individuals (and family groups) to help them to make a satisfactory 
adjustment to their environment. The agencies to carry out this 
work come under two headings: the Official Group, including the 
public library, and the Voluntary Group, which includes such fine 
organisations as the ‘ Dockland Settlement.’ It is clear that the 
hundreds of agencies with their associated thousands of social workers 
are to some extent concerned with the same problems which also 
confront public libraries. The closest relation should exist between 
the two and I submit that it is the business of a public library to offer its 
service and invite the co-operation of all social workers. The public 
library should possess complete information as to all the social services 
operating in its area. The social worker himself may indeed find it — 
worth while to play more than a passive part with regard to the library 
in his own area. Among the many types of service public libraries 
are rendering is their work with children, particularly through the 
medium of Public Junior Library. Through its use and help much in 
club work could be made of greatest interest and value, and the task 
of the club worker made easier. Here and there libraries have 
experimented with separate departments for adolescent readers, 
a particularly successful venture in this connection having been 
established at Walthamstow. In connection with Adult Education 
public libraries have already achieved considerable success and have 
co-operated in all sorts of ways with such movements as the Workers’ 
=. Association and the University Extension Movement, 

so on.” 

A short discussion was contributed by Mr. Vale, a Deputy- 
Chairman of a Library Committee (a welcome visitor), and others. 
Mr. Quinn proposed and Mr. Hilton Smith seconded the vote of thanks, 
The company was kindly conduéted over the Settlement by Sir 


Reginald 
North-Western Branch Meeting at 


Preston. 

Over seventy librarians and other delegates attended the Annual 
Meeting at Preston, on January 23rd, being accorded a civic welcome 
by the Mayor (Mr. Councillor W. Lucas) and Dr. Collinson (Vice- 
Chairman of the Library Committee), who referred to the beautiful 
buildings, including the Harris Art Gallery and Library, with which 
Preston was endowed. 
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Following a tour of the library, under the guidance of the librarian 
(Mr. J. Pomfret) and his staff, the annual business meeting was held. 

The annual report of the Branch was presented by the Hon. 
Secretary (Mr. J. W. Singleton), together with the Statement of 
Accounts. The result of the eleétion of officers, etc., was declared as 
follows :— 

Vice-Presidents : R. Ashton (Blackburn), R. Hargreaves (Stock- 

port), G. T. Shaw (Liverpool), and A. Sparke (Bolton). 

Hon. Secretary and Treasurer: J. W. Singleton (hecslagnee). 

Hon. Secretary for Education: A. J. Hawkes (Wigan). 

Editor of “ News Letter’’ and Correspondent: A. Singleton 


(Darwen). 
Council: Miss Beckett (Altrincham), G. M. Bland (Lancaster), 
J. McAdam (Warrington), G. H. Parry (Liverpool). 

Auditors : G. Axon and les Leigh. 

Councillor J. P. Taylor, B.A. (Chairman of the Bolton Library 
Committee), was installed as President for a period of two years, and 
in an excellently delivered address referred to the progress which had 
been made in the library movement during the thirty years he had 
been associated with the work. Libraries were, he said, one of the 
chief factors in present day adult education, and no effort should be 
spared to secure the fullest co-operation between Education Authorities 
and libraries. Drawing a parallel between libraries and churches, he 
ventured to think that in most towns the libraries attraéted as many 
readers as were to be found in the whole of the churches in the town, 
and though every reader might not benefit from the books he read, 
the same might also be said of sermons. Councillor Taylor was 
accorded a hearty vote of thanks for his address. 

Mr. C. Nowell, City Librarian, Coventry, delivered a on 
“ Broadcasting and Public Libraries,” claiming that they were the two 
greatest faétors in adult education at the present time, and it was to 
their mutual advantage to co-ordinate their work as much as possible. 

From being concerned with the conservation and preservation 
of books, librarians had now become one of the necessities in — 
them accessible to the reading public. Broadcasting by its talks 


le&tures had introduced many readers to hitherto ary: oes realms 


of knowledge and literature, and in a number of towns experiment 
had been tried of forming wireless discussion groups. This had not 
only stimulated interest in definite subje&ts but had led to an increase 
in the number of borrowers, and also to the accelerated issue of books 
in the subjeéts under discussion. The library could and was becomi 
an instrument for the linking of reading, listening, and debating, 
Mr. Nowell said as the next decade would probably provide a period 
of severe test, he urged that every opportunity should be seized to 
supply the demands which would be made upon them. One way 
was by co-operating with the B.B.C., who were, he said, doing an 
immense amount of splendid pioneer educational work. A useful 
discussion followed the reading of the paper, in which the following 
members took part :—Messrs. Alderman Grindle, Hargreaves, J. W. 
Singleton, Sparke, and Miss Fearnside. Mr. Dunkerley, Education 
Officer, of Broadcast House, Manchester, also contributed to the 
discussion, and promised whatever help he was able to give. He 
wanted members in the area to know that anyone desirous of attempt- 
ing the experiment as outlined by Mr. Nowell could have the loan of 
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an excellent wireless set, so that they need not be put to unnecessary 
se before coming to a definite decision. 

Delegates adjourned to the Guildhall, where they were enter- 
tained to tea by the Right Worshipful the Mayor of Preston, to whom 
a hearty vote of thanks was accorded, as also to Mr. Pomfret for the 
excellent arrangements he had made for the meeting. 


New Book Agreement. 


Wirn further reference to the rng 7 ogy that appeared in our 
January issue, we are asked by the Aéting Secretary of the Library 
Association to insert the following :— 
METROPOLITAN BorouGH OF STOKE NEWINGTON, 
Town Hatt, Mitton Roap, 
The Hon. Secretary, Sroxe Newincron, N.16. 
The Library Association, 13th January, 1930. 
26-27, Bedford Square, W.C.1. 


Dear Sir, 
Terms for Supply of New Books to Public Libraries. 

With further reference to your letter of the 3rd inst., herein I 
am instructed to reply to the points made by you. 

1.—The objections to which you refer in this ph simply 
points out a possibility which might happen. ges do occur 
and as an illustration of what has happened in the past it might be 
mentioned that although within the memory of many librarians 
“nett” books were the exception and discounts of 334 per cent. were . 
more general, the “ non-nett” book is now the exception and the 

has been completely changed. 

2.—I do not think you are accurate in correéting my statement 
that the Discount Agreement “ was entered into without consultation 
with the Library Authorities.” My information is that although the 
— question of the desirability of discount was discussed at a 

mference representing certain Public Library Authorities, that 
Conference was not convened to consider the terms of the proposed 


agreement. 
My Statement that the matter was o 


3.—I regret that there must be some misunderstanding on this 
point. You will, I am sure, corre& me if I am wrong in either or both 
of the following statements :— 

(a) The terms of the Agreement were not circulated in 
advance with other papers issued in connection with the Con- 
ference but were simply handed out at the commencement of the 
meeting, thus depriving the representatives of an opportunity 
of considering the matter other than during the meeting. 

(6) It was ruled at the meeting that no amendment of the 
terms would be in order as the Council, in pursuance of its powers 
under the Charter, were authorised to make the agreement. 
This accounted for the motion disapproving the aétion of the 


. 
f 
of the Leeds City Council was made as the result of a note taken by my 
Council’s representative at the meeting in question—in view of your 
statement gona 4 representative must have made an error in 
attributing the opposition to Leeds and I sincerely apologise for the 
mistake. 
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It is quite possible that many of the representatives at the 
— the enn bility and futility of taking any aGtion in view 
is ruling. 
4.—So far as the use by me of the words “ as they were enforced 
to an under the New Charter” is concerned, I find that in the typing 
of my letter these words were incorreétly substituted for the words 
“As they were empowered to do under their Charter.” I regret that this 
mistake was made. 

With regard to the remaining paragraphs of your letter I am 
desired to assure you that the general position and the difficulty of the 
yap me are fully appreciated by my Council but nevertheless it is 

elt that due regard has not been had to the proposal so far as it affeéts 
the libraries of the smaller authorities—they naturally look for assistance 
from the Library Association and the larger and wealthier authorities, 
and it is obvious that libraries similar to that owned by my Council, 
where the expenditure on new books is less than {£500 per annum, 
will be prejudiced by the existence of the agreement although the 
obtaining of a licence thereunder is optional. 

In view of your Statement that 127 authorities, large and small, 
have adopted the agreement while many others are about to adopt it, 
it would be interesting if you could furnish for the information of my 
Council particulars showing how many of such authorities spend 

(1) over {500 per annum, 

(2) between £100 and {500 per annum, and 

(3) under {100 per annum respectively on new books. 
Also have you any information showing how the remaining hundreds 
of library authorities in the country could be divided between those 


three ies ? 
Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) Emrys Evans, 


The Town Clerk, 
— Hall, Milton Road, 
toke Newington, N.16. 30th January, 1930. 
Dear Sir, 
Terms for supply of New Books to Public Libraries. 
t that pressure of other business has prevented me from 
Ba s.. ore to your letter of the 13th January. 
When you return to the point that publishers might issue all 
books ata Seente of 2d. in the shilling, po § per cent. only, and 
‘so place libraries in a worse position,” A ud you cite as a 
age for this ation the faé& that, in = past, many non-net 
ks were transferred to the net lists, I fear that you still totally 
misapprehend the position. 

e earlier transfer of books from non-net to net lists affected 
the praétice of retailers giving discount to purchasers and was of 
substantial benefit to Booksellers. The discount of 2d. in the shilling 
plus 5 cent. is a trade discount from publisher to bookseller, 
and if all books were issued on these terms the booksellers would lose 
seriously. The publishers, therefore, are not likely to make a change 
so injurious to their distributing agents ; on the contrary, one publisher 
already has announced his intention to modify his terms in favour 
of public libraries (Publisher and Bookseller, January 3rd, page 7.) 
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I have already fully dealt with the statement that the Discount 
Agreement “ was entered into without consultation with the Library 
Authorities.” 1 will add only that the whole question was discussed 
publicly in September, 1928, at the Blackpool Conference, and that it 
was perfectly well known from comments in the library press and from 
long reports in the publishing press that the subject was under dis- 
cussion. Nevertheless, the Council of the Library Association received 
no communication on the subject from your Authority or any other 
authority. You state that the terms of the agreement were not cir- 
culated in advance. Probably you were unaware that my Council 
were that week in exactly the same position, as the President explained. 
The terms offered by the Publishers and Booksellers’ Association 
were the best obtainable at the time and my Council were forced to 
accept them or nothing. As the adoption of the Agreement is optional, 
and as the terms were better than those obtained by the majority of 
public libraries, the Council would have been foolish in the extreme 
not to recommend acceptance. Acceptance was ratified almost with 
unanimity at the Business Meeting ; had it not been, the Council of 
the Association would not have concluded the Agreement, although 
they had the power to do so. 


I am not disposed to supply you with the tabulated information 
for which you ask in the last paragraph of your letter, partly because 
the information can be obtained by your library staff as easily as by 
me if they will refer to the lists issued from time to time in the Publisher 
and Bookseller, to the statistics in the Report of the Departmental Committee . 
on Public Libraries, and to other well-known works of reference, 
and particularly because your Council have declined to answer the 
question which I asked in my letter of the 3rd January. 


Had this question been answered I should have been glad to 
tabulate any reasonable information. But your Council, who have 
oved to be as inaccurate in their information as they are reckless 
in their charges, are now equally evasive in their replies. In the 
circular letter of the 21st December they made a most serious charge 
against The Library Association by stating that “ the interests of 
Public Libraries generally, and particularly the interests of the small 
libraries, have been sacrificed.” This charge is untrue. A moment’s 
reflection by your Council would have suggested to them that any 
foundation for such a charge would put The Library Association in 
peril of dissolution. A moment’s thought before your Council made 
the charge also would have warned them that they would be called 
upon to substantiate it. I have asked them to substantiate it, not in 
any general way which would give them considerable trouble, but 
by requesting a plain answer to this question :— 

Exa@ly to what extent does the existence of the new 
Agreement operate to the disadvantage of the Public Library at 
Stoke Newington ? 

To this question your Council offer no y. They repeat, indeed, 
that they will be prejudiced by the porta of the Agreement, but 
still without saying how. If your Council will not tell me to what 
extent the Public Library of Stoke Newington will be prejudiced by 
the existence of this Agreement, whether they adopt it or not, how 
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can my Council treat your circular letter of the 21st December as a 
serious document, except for the serious charge which it contains ? 

I have hesitated, and even now regret, to reply in such plain 
words to your courteous letter of the 13th January, as I realise that 
you are acting under instructions. But I must make a stand for fair 
. Had your Council appointed somebody to interview my Council 
and to describe the adverse effect of the Discount Agreement on your 
Public Library, no mischief and some good might have resulted. 
Instead, your Council have broadcast among the Metropolitan 
Boroughs a letter in which the good name and good faith of my 
Association have been called in question, without justification or 
substantiation, and I cannot suffer your Council to do this without 
protest. Until I receive the answer to which my Council are entitled, 
and an unqualified withdrawal of the charge against the Library 
Association, I must decline further communication on this subje@&. 

I am, Dear Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) E. A. Savace. 


METROPOLITAN BorROUGH OF STOKE NEWINGTON, 
Town Mitron Roap, 
The Secretary, Stroke NEwINGTON, N.16. 
The Library Association, sth February, 1930. 
Bedford Square, W.C.1. 


: Nett Book Agreement. 

I submitted your letter of the 30th ulto. to the Libraries Com 
mittee of my Council at its meeting on Monday evening last, when I 
was instructed to write informing you that it is obvious trom the tone 
of your letter and the evasion of the main issues that no useful purpose 


can be served by continuing the correspondence. 
Yours faithfully, 


(Signed) Emrys Evans, 
Town Clerk. 
Emrys Evans, Esq., M.A., LL.B., 
Town Clerk, 
Town Hall, Milton Road, 
Stoke Newington, N.16. 8th February, 1930. 
Dear Sir, 


The statement of your Council that 1 have evaded the main 
issues does not lack hardihood. How can I evade issues which they 
refuse to define ? They charged The Library Association with acting 
to their prejudice. Twice I asked how your Council have bees 
poiedieal. Twice the answer has been refused. 

In concluding a correspondence which your Council began so 
unwisely, may I advise them not to enter a confli€ again until they are 
armoured in something stronger than pasteboard, especially whea 
their aims are not obviously Quixotic. 

I am, dear Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 


E. A. Savas, 
(Signed) —_ 


Secretary. 
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QUICKER SERVICE 


HE EXTENSIONS TO OUR BINDERY ARE NOW 

COMPLETED ENABLING US TO DEAL EXPEDI- 
TIOUSLY WITH ORDERS AND RETURN BOOKS MORE 
QUICKLY TO THEIR LIBRARIES. 


IF YOU GREATLY NEED BOOKS RETURNED IN A FEW 
DAYS PLEASE ADVISE US WHEN YOU WILL SEND 
THEM AND WE UNDERTAKE TO BIND ANY NUMBER 
TO MEET YOUR URGENCY. 


SUCH BOOKS WOULD HAVE THE SAME CARE AND 
ATTENTION AS ALL OTHER ORDERS. 


ALL BOOKS WE BIND ARE TREATED WITH INGENUITY— 
AND ALL MATERIALS CHOSEN FOR THEIR GOOD 
WEARING QUALITIES. 


WE BIND IN ATTRACTIVE COVERS OF PLEASING 
COLOURS, FINISHED WITH CLEAR LETTERING AND 
VARYING DESIGNS AT PRICES WHICH SHOW THE 
UTMOST ECONOMY. 


PRICE LISTS OF OUR VARIOUS BINDINGS AND SAMPLE 
BOOKS WILL BE SENT ON APPLICATION (TOGETHER 
WITH A RANGE OF COLOURS IN WHICH WE STOCK OUR 
LEATHERS AND CLOTHS IF SO DESIRED). 


A CATALOGUE OF 8,000 FICTION AND JUVENILE BOOKS 
SO BOUND SENT FREE ON RECEIPT OF A POSTCARD. 


CEDRIC CHIVERS LTD. 
Bookbinders and Booksellers 
PORTWAY, BATH 


ENGLAND. 
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